
200 Years of Indian Origin 
 Tamils in Sri Lanka

Indian Origin Tamils (IOT) of Sri Lanka are Tamil people of 
Indian origin, also known as Malayaga Tamilar, who predominantly 
descend from workers sent from Tamil Nadu to Sri Lanka in the 19th & 
20th centuries to work in coffee, tea and rubber plantations. They are 
instrumental in the development of the plantation sector. These Tamil-
speaking people mostly live in the central highlands, also known as the 
Malayagam or Hill country.

The first group of Indian Origin Tamils (IOT) arrived in Sri Lanka, 
then called Ceylon, in 1823 as labourers to work in coffee and then tea, 
rubber, and cocoa plantations in the hilly regions of Sri Lanka. Later 
in the 1900s, substantial numbers of Tamils from India also came to 
settle in Ceylon as financial entrepreneurs and grocers. They were the 
trading community of IOT, which was not part of the plantation economy 
and who had come to Ceylon since then. After the British takeover of 
the administration of Sri Lanka (then known as Ceylon) in the early 
19th Century, they involved themselves in various activities, including 
economic enterprises such as plantation and agriculture. 

The Indian Origin Tamils were put through immense hardship 
during the British rule in India and Sri Lanka. During the 1830s, Indian 
Origin Tamils working in coffee estates were not provided with wages. 
Instead, they were asked to trade coffee beans gathered by them for 
commodities from shops. Only after 100 years of immigration to Sri 
Lanka did the Indian Origin Tamils’ hardships become known to the 
international community.

The Indian Tamils in Sri Lanka were enumerated as a separate 
ethnic group for the first time in the census of 1911 when the people of 
this community became the second-largest ethnic group in Sri Lanka. 
The government considered them a separate group and named them 
“Indian Tamils” in the official census from that year onwards. For 
various administrative and political purposes, the government officially 
identified the community as “Indian Tamils”.

In the 1940s, the trade union movement had galvanised the 
plantation workers into a militant working class. They joined hands with 
the Lanka Sama Samaja (or Socialist) Party (LSSP), which carried the 
message of a working-class struggle for liberation from exploitation by 
mostly British plantation companies. The Ceylon Citizenship Act of 1948 
made the IOT community stateless. 

As they had no means of electing anyone to the Parliament, they 
ceased to be a concern to the Sri Lankan Parliament. The plantation 
workers were thus forgotten from 1948 to 1964. They were unable to profit 
from any progressive legislation. The housing, health and education of 
the plantation workers were neglected.

A Satyagraha campaign was launched to protest the deprivation 
of representation by the Indian Tamil leaders in 1952 by the CWC 

led by Soumyamoorthy Thondaman, Abdul Aziz, G.K. Motha, and P. 
Perisundaram, K. Rasalingham, C.R. Motha, Kottampalli Govindan 
Sellappa Nayar, Vaithiyalingham Palanisami Pillai and many others 
participated in this struggle. It occurred at the Galle Face Green, in front 
of Ceylon’s parliament.

After making the IOT community stateless, Citizenship rights 
granted according to eligibility criteria set out in a few enactments 
enabled Indian Tamils to become part of the country’s permanent 
population. This was a long process. There was much political 
manoeuvring by the Indian Tamil leaders and the regimes in power at 
various times to solve problems. Also, the process imposed on the Indian-
origin Tamils a price which they paid through heavy sacrifices and 
financial hardships. After two generations or more of Indian Tamils after 
the Independence of Sri Lanka, the final batch of the 300,000 stateless 
IOT population was granted citizenship in 2003 by a Bill proposed to the 
Sri Lankan Parliament by Arumugam Thondaman.  The IOTs suffered 
the agony of being a stateless community. Accordingly, the Indian Tamil 
population in Sri Lanka experienced different issues and trends during 
the last two hundred years of their stay.

The current political regime in India followed a proactive approach 
to address the issue of IOT.  Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited central 
Sri Lanka in May 2017, where Indian Origin Tamils were settled and 
inaugurated various projects completed with the aid of the Government 
of India. This includes the completion of 4,000 concrete houses for the 
Indian Origin Tamils and the announcement of 10,000 new houses.

During the visit of Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe to 
India on 21st July 2023, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the 
implementation of various projects worth Rs 75 crore for Indian-origin 
Tamil citizens of Sri Lanka while celebrating the 75th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations with Sri Lanka and also completion of 200 years of 
the arrival of Tamil community of Indian origin in Sri Lanka.

On the 2nd of November 2023, Union Finance Minister Smt. 
Nirmala Sitharaman participated and graced the ‘NAAM 200’ organised 
by the government of Sri Lanka.

Department of Posts is proud to issue a Commemorative Postage 
Stamp on 200 Years of Indian Origin Tamils in Sri Lanka, recognising 
the hardships faced by the Indian Origin Tamils and valuing their 
contribution to the economic development of Sri Lanka. 
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Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfey yksxksa ds Jhyadk esa 200 o"kZ 
Jhyadk esa jg jgs Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfey okLro esa os Hkkjrh; rfey gSa] ftUgsa 

^ey;x rfeyj* uke ls Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA buesa ls vf/kdka'k 19oha vkSj 20oha 
'krkC‍nh esa d‚Qh] pk; rFkk jcM+ ds ckxkuksa esa dke djus ds fy, rfeyukMq ls 
Jhyadk Hksts x;s dkexkjksa ds oa'kt gSaA budk ckxku {ks= ds fodkl esa egR‍oiw.kZ 
;ksxnku jgk gSA ;s rfey Hkk"kh yksx vf/kdrj e/‍; igkM+h {ks=ksa esa jgrs gSaA 

bl {ks= dks ey;xe vFkok ioZr çns'k ds uke ls Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA Jhyadk 
¼iwoZ esa lhyksu½ esa Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa dk igyk ny o"kZ 1823 esa igqapkA ;s 
yksx] ogka ds ioZrh; {ks=ksa esa d‚Qh vkSj rR‍i'‍pkr~ pk;] jcM+ rFkk dksdks ds ckxkuksa 
esa etnwjksa ds :i esa dke djus ds fy, vk, FksA ckn esa 19oha lnh esa Hkkjr ls cM+h 
la[‍;k esa rfey yksx lhyksu esa foR‍rh; {ks= ds m|fe;ksa vkSj fdjkuk O‍;kikfj;ksa ds 
:i esa Hkh cl x,A os] Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfey yksxksa dk O;kikjh lewg Fks tks iwoZ esa 
lhyksu vk pqds ckxku dkexkjksa vFkok vFkZO;oLFkk dk fgL‍lk ugha FksA ;s yksx ckn 
esa lhyksu vk, FksA 19oha 'krkC‍nh ds iwokZ/kZ esa vaxzstksa }kjk Jhyadk ¼rc lhyksu uke 
ls tkuk tkus okyk½ dk ç'kklu vius gkFk esa ys fy, tkus ds ckn] Hkkjrh; ewy ds 
bu rfey yksxksa us fofo/k {ks=ksa esa viuh mifLFkfr ntZ djkbZA blesa vkfFkZd txr 
ds {ks= tSls ckxku vkSj —f"k Hkh 'kkfey FksA Hkkjr vkSj Jhyadk esa fczfV'k 'kklu ds 
nkSjku Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa dks vusd dfBukb;ksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+kA 1830 ds 
n'kd esa] d‚Qh ,L‍VsV esa dke djus okys Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa dks etnwjh ugha 
nh tkrh FkhA blds ctk,] mU‍gsa muds }kjk bdëk fd, x, d‚Qh chU‍l ds cnys 
nqdkuksa ls lkeku [kjhnus ds fy, dgk tkrk FkkA Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfey yksxksa ds 
Jhyadk çokl ds yxHkx 100 o"kZ ckn varjjk"‍Vªh; leqnk; dks mudh dfBukb;ksa 
ds ckjs esa irk pykA 

o"kZ 1911 dh tux.kuk esa igyh ckj Jhyadk esa jg jgs Hkkjrh; rfeyksa dh 
,d vyx tkrh; lewg‍ ds :i esa x.kuk dh xbZA ml le; os Jhyadk esa nwljk 
lcls cM+k tkrh; lewg FksA Jhyadk ljdkj }kjk mU‍gsa ,d vyx tkrh; lewg ds 
:i esa ekU;rk nh xbZ vkSj ml o"kZ ds ckn ls mU‍gsa vf/kdkfjd tux.kuk esa ÞHkkjrh; 
rfeyß uke fn;k x;kA fofHkU‍u ç'kkldh; vkSj jktuhfrd ç;kstuksa ds fy, bl 
leqnk; dks ljdkj us vkf/kdkfjd :i ls ÞHkkjrh; rfeyß ds :i esa fpfàr fd;kA

1940 ds n'kd esa] VªsM ;wfu;u vkanksyu us ckxku etnwjksa dks mxz Jfed 
oxZ ds :i esa rCnhy dj fn;kA mU‍gksaus yadk le lekt ¼;k lektoknh½ ikVhZ 
¼,y,l,lih½ ls gkFk feyk fy;k] ftlus vf/kdrj fczfV'k ckxku dE‍ifu;ksa }kjk 
fd, tk jgs mR‍ihM+u ls eqfä ds fy, Jfed oxZ }kjk fd, tk jgs la?k"kZ dks lkeus 
yk;kA lhyksu ukxfjdrk vf/kfu;e] 1948 us Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfey leqnk; dks 
ukxfjdrk ls oafpr dj fn;kA 

pwafd mUgsa tuçfrfuf/k pqudj laln esa Hkstus dk vf/kdkj ugha Fkk] vr% 
Jhyadk dh laln us mu ij /;ku nsuk can dj fn;kA bl çdkj bu ckxku Jfedksa 
dks o"kZ 1948 ls ysdj 1964 rd tSls Hkqyk gh fn;k x;kA os fdlh Hkh çxfr'khy 
fo/ks;d dk ykHk ugha mBk ldsA bu ckxku Jfedksa dh vkoklu] L‍okL‍F‍; vkSj f'k{kk 
laca/kh vko'‍;drkvksa dh vuns[kh dh xbZA

o"kZ 1952 esa] Jh lkSE‍;ewfrZ] FkksaMkeu] vC‍nqy vtht] th- ds- eksFkk vkSj 
ih- isjhlqanje] ds- jlfyaxe] lh- vkj- eksFkk] dksêeiY‍yh xksfoU‍nu lsY‍yI‍ik uk;j] 

oSfFk;fyxae iyfulkeh fiY‍ybZ ds usr`R‍o esa lhMC‍Y‍;wlh us Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa 
dks çfrfuf/kRo ls oafpr j[ks tkus ds fo#) ,d lR‍;kxzg vfHk;ku dh 'kq#vkr dhA 
bl la?k"kZ esa vusd vU; yksxksa us Hkh Hkkx fy;kA ;g vkanksyu] lhyksu dh laln 
ds ckgj fLFkr xkys Qsl xzhu esa gqvkA 

Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa dks ukxfjdrk ls oafpr fd, tkus ds ckn] dqNsd 
vf/kfu;eksa ds rgr fu/kkZfjr ik=rk ekunaM ds vuqlkj mUgsa ukxfjdrk laca/kh vf/kdkj 
çnku fd, x,]  ftlds QyLo:i os ns'k dh L‍Fkk;h tula[‍;k dk fgL‍lk cu 
ik,A ;g ,d yE‍ch çfØ;k FkhA bl leL‍;k ds lek/kku ds fy, Hkkjrh; rfey 
usrkvksa vkSj lÙkklhu yksxksa }kjk jktuhfrd Lrj ij vusd tksM+&rksM+ fd, x,A 
;g çfØ;k Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa ds fy, vR;Ur dfBu fl) gqbZ vkSj bl çfØ;k 
esa mUgsa dbZ cfynku vkSj foR‍rh; dfBukb;ksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+kA Jhyadk dh 
L‍ora=rk ds ckn ml ns'k esa nks ih<+h vFkok mlls Hkh vf/kd le; fcrk ysus ds 
ckn] ukxfjdrk ls oafpr Hkkjrh; ewy ds 3]00]000 rfeyksa dks Jhyadk dh laln esa 
v:eqxe FkksaMkeu }kjk çLrqr fo/ks;d }kjk o"kZ 2003 esa ukxfjdrk çnku dh xbZA 
Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa dks yacs le; rd ukxfjdrk foghu jgus dh O;Fkk >syuh 
iM+hA bldk ifj.kke ;g jgk fd Jhyadk esa jg jgs rfey yksxksa dks nks 'krkfCn;ksa 
rd fofHkU‍u çdkj dh leL‍;kvksa ls tw>uk iM+kA 

Hkkjr dh orZeku ljdkj us Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa dh leL‍;k dk lek/kku 
djus ds fy, lfØ; –f"Vdks.k viuk;k gSA ç/kkuea=h ujsU‍æ eksnh us ebZ] 2017 esa 
e/‍; Jhyadk] tgka Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfey cls gSa] dk nkSjk fd;k vkSj ogka Hkkjr 
ljdkj dh lgk;rk ls iwjh dh xbZ fofHkU‍u ifj;kstukvksa dk mn~?kkVu fd;kA bu 
ifj;kstukvksa esa Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa ds fy, 4000 iDds edkuksa dk fuekZ.k dk;Z 
iwjk fd;k tkuk vkSj 10]000 u, edkuksa dh ?kks"k.kk djuk Hkh 'kkfey FkkA 

21 tqykbZ] 2023 dks Jhyadk ds jk"‍Vªifr jfuy foØekfla?ks ds Hkkjr nkSjs 
ds nkSjku]  ç/kkuea=h ujsUæ eksnh us Jhyadk ds lkFk jktuf;d laca/kksa ds 75 o"kZ 
vkSj Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa ds Jhyadk igqapus ds 200 o"kZ iwjs gksus ds volj ij 
Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa ds fy, 75 djksM+ #i, dh fofHkU‍u ifj;kstuk,a ykxw djus 
dh ?kks"k.kk dhA 

2 ucEcj 2023 dks] dsaæh; foÙkea=h Jherh fueZyk lhrkje.k us Jhyadk 
ljdkj }kjk vk;ksftr ^NAAM 200* esa Hkkx fy;kA 

Mkd foHkkx] ^Hkkjrh; ewy ds rfeyksa ds Jhyadk esa 200 o"kZ* fo"k; ij L‍ekjd 
Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, xoZ dk vuqHko djrk gSA lkFk gh] Hkkjrh; ewy ds 
rfeyksa }kjk lkeuk dh xbZ dfBukb;ksa dks js[kkafdr djrs gq, Jhyadk ds vkfFkZd 
fodkl esa muds ;ksxnku dh ljkguk djrk gSA
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